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Cordova woman has seen town rise, fall, rebound
  

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

History books and 
search engines contain 
facts about Cordova in 
the 20th century; Lucille 
Wise has the stories.

Wise, 91, was raised 
during the Great Depres-
sion on the outskirts of 
town in an area known 
as Benoit.

Her father, Ben Walk-
er, was a coal miner. The 
family, which included 
six children, had a cow 
and a pig, and her moth-
er tended a large garden 
and canned the summer 
vegetables to keep the 
family fed.

“There was some peo-
ple that had a cannery 
across from the Method-
ist Church. Mama would 
send her stuff there to 
can it. They’d keep half 
of it and send half of it 
back in tin cans so it 
would last longer,” Wise 
said.

To purchase groceries, 
the family had to walk 
approximately five miles 
to town. The grocer, Mr. 
Honeycutt, instructed an 
employee to offer them 
a ride home when he 
delivered the groceries in 
his truck.

On those long walks 
to or from town, Wise 
often stopped at the top 
of the hill to admire the 
Long house, which had 
been built by city founder 
Captain Benjamin Long 
in the 1880s. To a child 
being raised in a three-
room house in Benoit, it 
looked like a palace.

“I thought what it 
would be like to live in 
that big, pretty house 
and sit in those rocking 
chairs and watch all 
those people downtown,” 
Wise said.

Looking back, Wise 
realizes the 1930s of 
her childhood in rural 
Alabama “wasn’t a good 
time, but we didn’t pay 
attention to it then.”

She was educated in a 

one-room school that was 
also a local church. 

The teacher, Miss 
Hood, lived in Arley and 
drove her Model A Ford 
over dirt roads to reach 
her pupils.

“There was a big, 
round heater in the mid-
dle of the room, and she’d 
always build a fire when 
she got there. Sometimes 
we thought we would 
freeze to death before she 
got there,” Wise said.

Beginning in the 
seventh grade, Wise had 
to walk to Cordova to at-
tend school. She soon dis-
continued her education 
and went to work after 
her father had a stroke 
in the Barney mines. 

At age 15, she began 
working as a spinner at 
Indian Head Mill. Wise 

was one of several under-
age workers hired to re-
place the labor that had 
been called away during 
the war years. The job 
lasted until government 
officials learned that 
child labor laws were 
being broken.

“They came in there 
one day, and we went out 
of there like a bunch of 
cattle,” Wise said.

Wise found work clean-
ing houses and babysit-
ting for women who 
worked at the mill. She 
was later hired by Mrs. 
Fielding at the Tallulah 
Hotel. Her tasks included 
washing dishes, setting 
the table and carrying 
laundry up and down the 
stairs.

Fielding was hesitant 
to let a teenager like 

Wise spend much time 
upstairs because the 
hotel was mostly occu-
pied by men who worked 
at the mill during the 
week and traveled home 
on weekends. Fielding 
would check to make 
sure that the men had 
gone to work before al-
lowing Wise to help clean 
the rooms.

While Wise was work-
ing at home, her three 
older brothers — Walter, 
Vernon and Edward — 
were away at war.

They had joined before 
the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. With their father 
disabled by his stroke 
and jobs hard to come 
by, the military offered 
a better opportunity to 
help support the family 
than they expected to 

find in Walker County.
Wise was walking 

home from church on 
Dec. 7, 1941, when 
someone ran out into 
the street yelling, “The 
United States is at war! 
Japan has destroyed our 
Navy!”

Her thoughts im-
mediately went to her 
brothers, who were at 
Camp Lejuene. Soon they 
would be in the Battle of 
Guadalcanal.

Their father, Ben 
Walker, literally gave 
the coat off his back to 
support the war effort.

During one war bond 
rally downtown, someone 
asked him if he would 
allow them to auction off 
his suit coat. It was the 
only one he owned.

“He pulled it off and 

gave it to them. He said, 
‘I’d take their place right 
now if I could’” Wise 
recalled. 

The Walker family 
sacrificed much more 
than clothing. Ed, the 
youngest of the three 
older brothers, was killed 
in battle at age 21. 

When the news 
reached Cordova, Wise 
and her sister were at 
the movie theater down-
town watching “Billy 
the Kid” with their baby 
brother.

“Mama came down 
there with some Marines 
and told the man at the 
theater to go in and get 
us. When we came out, 
I knew something had 
happened,” Wise said.

At 18, Wise married a 
Marine who had served 
with her brothers. He 
had been sent home 
after his eardrums burst 
during the Battle of Gua-
dalcanal. As a courtesy 
to her brothers, he paid a 
visit to their mother, who 
hadn’t heard from her 
sons in three months.

“I don’t really know if 
I knew what true love 
was,” Wise said.

After 15 years of 
marriage, her husband 
took off for Chicago and 
started a new life for 
himself. 

She supported herself 
and two sons for four 
years before remarrying. 
Her marriage to Bill 
Wise, a Navy man and 
Korean War veteran, 
lasted 37 years until his 
death in 2001.

A decade later, more 
than a dozen people 
huddled with Wise in her 
storm shelter as a deadly 
tornado passed over 
Cordova on the afternoon 
of April 27,2011.

Wise’s property, which 
is outside the city limits, 
was not affected, but 
Wise learned from one of 
the women in the shelter 
that “We don’t have a 
Cordova no more.”

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

From working in the cotton mill to surviving the 2011 tornadoes, Lucille Wise, a lifelong resident of 
Cordova, has seen a lot of history in her 91 years. Behind her is the portrait of her brother, Edward 
Walker, who was killed in World War II at age 21.

See WISE, PAGE 5
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Brandy Feltman serves those in Walker and surrounding counties at her 
law office in the Blanton building in Jasper. 

Feltman making her  
mark as a new attorney

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

As a third generation 
business owner from a 
small town, attorney 
Brandy Feltman hopes 
her story will inspire 
other women to achieve 
their dreams.

Feltman knew at the 
young age of 12 that she 
wanted to practice law.

In elementary and 
high school in Oakman, 
Feltman said she gave 
several prepared public 
speeches, and she knew 
having the ability to 
speak comfortably in 
front of a large group of 
people would give her an 
advantage as an attorney.  

“I felt like I could pre-
pare a good argument for 
my clients,” Feltman said.

After graduating from 
Oakman High School 
in 2009, she attended 
Bevill State Community 
College, earning an as-
sociate degree in science. 
Feltman then attended 
Mississippi University for 

Women and received a 
bachelor of science degree 
in legal studies. She 
officially earned her law 
degree in December 2016 
from Birmingham School 
of Law.

In her nearly one 
decade of college study, 
she interned with retired 
Judge Hugh Beaird, who 
had opened a private 
practice. She said he 
helped make her the 
attorney she is today and 
inspired her to not only 
fight for her clients, but 
to develop a trusting rela-
tionship with them. 

“He didn’t just work for 
his clients, he believed 
in his clients, and that 

was the kind of attorney 
I wanted to be,” Feltman 
said.  

Wanda Outlaw and Jim 
Lakey were also incredi-
ble mentors, she added.

“They believed in me 
and in my dreams before 
I became a practicing 
attorney, and I had the 
opportunity to work 
along their side and gain 
experience that I will use 
throughout my career,” 
Feltman said. 

Upon earning her law 
degree, Feltman said she 
was discouraged from 
opening her own law 
firm so soon, but she says 

  “I spent 25 years growing up in a 
small business, so I met people from 
all walks of life, and that is really what 
gave me the business sense and what 
drove me to be able to open my own 
business.”

- Brandy Feltman

See FELTMAN, PAGE 5
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WE OFFER THE BEST IN SAVINGS, 
CONVENIENCE AND CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Natural Bio-Identical
Hormone Replacement

Professional Pharmacy
featuring Exemporaneous Compounding

ESTROGENS:
• estriol (E3), estradiol (E2), and estrone (E1) are often prescribed 

in combination to re-establish a normal physiologic balance.
• may increase HDL “good” cholesterol and decrease LDL “bad” 

cholesterol
• help to decrease blood pressure and reduce plaque formation on 

the arterial walls
• reduce the risk of colorectal cancer
• may improve mood, energy levels, and sleep patterns
• may reduce the risk of developing or the severity of type 2 

diabetes
• may improve memory and cognitive function
• reduce bone loss
• help to alleviate mood swings
• help to decrease weight gain

Professional Pharmacy (205) 221-4564
2001 North Airport Rd. • Jasper, AL 35504

www.therxprofessionals.com

COME VISIT OUR GIFT SHOP!

Today’s Women Prefer Natural Hormones

business sense is simply 
in her blood.

Her grandfather and 
father both owned gro-
cery stores, and her dad 
was in business for 40 
years. 

“I spent 25 years 
growing up in a small 
business, so I met people 
from all walks of life, 
and that is really what 
gave me the business 
sense and what drove 
me to be able to open 
my own business,” she 
said. “A lot of people said 
that wasn’t a good idea 
starting out, because I 
was young and a lot of 
attorneys don’t go out 
on their own when they 
first start. They work 
under someone. But I 
knew this was the best 
fit for me.”

Feltman opened her 
own firm, Feltman Law, 
LLC, in early 2018, and 
her office is located in 
the Blanton building 
in downtown Jasper. 
Living on the Walker/
Fayette County line, she 
said it was important to 
start her law firm close 
to home.

Coming from a blue 
collar family, Feltman is 
a first generation college 
student and the first at-

torney in her family. She 
says despite coming from 
humble beginnings, she 
never faltered in having 
the courage to become 
everything she wanted 
to be.    

Feltman admits being 
a young woman in a 
male dominated field can 
sometimes be a chal-
lenge, but she doesn’t let 
ageism or sexism stand 
in her way. 

“I feel like it’s some-
thing to be proud of, 
something to empower 
and inspire other women. 
That’s what I try to do,” 
she said. “I want other 
people to look at me and 

say, ‘If she can do it, I 
can do it too.’” 

Feltman has a full ser-
vice firm and represents 
clients in items as small 
as deed transfers and 
last will and testaments 
to larger items such as 
criminal defense and 
social security disability. 

“I want to go above 
and beyond, and I want 
my clients to know that 
they can count on me,” 
she said. “I have seen so 
many people get back-
logged and forgot about 
in the system, and I don’t 
want that for my clients. 
Although they may have 
had some troubles in 
the past, I believe that, 
in their heart, they’re 
good.”

Feltman is married 
to Ben Tubbs, and she 
said her long-term goals 
would be to expand her 
law firm.  

She can be reached for 
legal services at (205) 
388-9381, and her office 
is in Suite 102 of the 
Blanton building.

No representation is 
made that the quality 
of the legal services to 
be performed is greater 
than the quality of legal 
services performed by 
other lawyers. 

Jasper attorney  
Brandy Feltman

Feltman         From Page 3

Wise            From Page 2

A granddaughter took 
Wise downtown to see 
the damage.

“It just broke my 
heart. It still does when 
I drive down through 
there. Main Street is 
nothing anymore, but I 
can still picture every 
store on both sides of the 
street,” Wise said.

It was in that now 
vanished downtown that 
a teenage Wise would 
spend time with friends 
until her 10 p.m. curfew.

When it was time, a 
police officer named Sell-
ers would yell, “Okay, 
girls. Let’s head to the 
house because I’m fixing 

to roll up the sidewalks.”
Wise isn’t one to sit 

around pining for the 
good old days, however. 
She’s quick to point out 

that some of them were 
quite painful and are 
better off forgotten. 

She’s also got an eye on 
the future and has been 
actively involved in the 
current sheriff’s race for 
well over a year.

Wise cuts out political 
advertisements from the 
newspaper and posts 
them on her front door. 
She wears her campaign 
T-shirt and talks up her 
candidate wherever she 
goes.

“My granddaughter 
told me, ‘Granny, you’re 
gonna be a celebrity 
before that election is 
over,’” Wise said.
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Myers navigates details as city’s events coordinator

By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

Lisa Myers, Jasper’s 
special events coordi-
nator, is swimming in 
details for future events 
being hosted by the city. 

The number of events 
is staggering, such as 
5-K runs, fundraisers, 
Safe Kids Expo, Hats 
and Horses Derby Day, 
Relay for Life, the 
Fourth of July fire-
works show, the Jasper 
Fall Festival, Jasper 
Eats, Bikes for Life, the 
Jasper High Homecom-
ing Parade, car shows, 
Fifth Quarters, Party 
for Pink, the Jasper 
Veterans Day Parade, 
Pets on Parade, Festival 
of Lights, the Christmas 
parade and Lee’s Jingle 
Bell Run, among many 
others. 

Events send her an 
application and then she 
gets with the event coor-
dinator on details. 

“I set up everything 
that needs to be set up, 
like bars, cones, workers 
and roadblocks. They get 
me flyers and I get them 
on the website,” she said. 

Once information is 
all gathered, she then 
presents the details to 
the city council for their 
approval, particularly 
for temporarily closing 
roads.

“It does take a lot, and 
many times the city has 
paid for a lot of these 
things,” Myers said. 

She noted that it can 
also be extensive work, 
as, for example, when 
roads have to be closed. 

That means getting with 
workers who may have to 
work on days they may 
not usually work. Then 
one considers portable 
toilets, and getting police 
and fire on hand. 

In working police 
and fire, she also alerts 
them to potential safety 
issues. “That’s where my 
main permission comes 
through, because they 
see any concerns, any 
yes-or-no’s, any what if ’s. 
It is a lot of communica-
tion,” she said. 

She was hired in 2016 
in parks and recreation. 
A month later, the city 
purchased the CHS 
Building and rebranded 
it as the Jasper Civic 
Center. 

Myers ran the front 
desk at the civic center 
for slightly more than 
a year and then moved 
over to the City Hall 
Annex as special events 
coordinator in spring 
2017. 

In March 2018, she 
moved into her basement 
office at City Hall, and 
sometimes helps oth-
er workers, such as in 
revenue. 

Myers became more 
visible this year for the 
Coca-Cola Foothills 
Festival, as O’Mary 
charged her and Reve-
nue Compliance Officer 
Brent McCarver with 
pretty much running the 
festival, with Zach Baker 
still working as the tal-
ent coordinator. 

“It was a challenge. 
Was I scared? Yes,” she 
said. “Do I always think 
I have to have every-
thing planned out and 
perfect? Yes, I do, which 

can drive you insane.” 
At the same time, 

she said McCarver was 
“awesome” and by her 
side through the process. 
“And the city personnel? 
I couldn’t beat them. All 
I had to say was, ‘Hey, 
y’all,’ and they said, 
‘What do you need, Miss 
Lisa?’” she said. “That’s 
what I believe in is team-
work.” 

Myers, 57, was born at 
the old People’s Hospital 
in Jasper, the daughter 
of the late Troy and 
Marsha Humphreys of 
Carbon Hill. The 1979 
Carbon Hill High School 
graduate has two chil-
dren, Sandy Farris and 
Joshua Ivey, both now 
living in Jasper. Ivey 
does odd jobs and Farris 
also works for the city, 
running the Jasper Civic 
Center. The children are 
married and have given 
her six grandchildren.

“I’ve always worked,” 
Myers said. “I worked 
in the sewing facto-
ries when they were in 
Carbon Hill,” as well as 
one in Winfield, where 
she worked on military 
clothing. “I worked at 
huge sawmills. I’ve done 
a little bit of everything.” 

In 1990, she went to 
medical school at what is 
now the Sumiton campus 
of Bevill State Communi-
ty College and became a 
registered nurse. In 2010 
she went back to college 
for a medical billing and 
coding degree at Rem-
ington College in Shreve-
port, Lousiana, finishing 
in 2011. In 2012, she 
went back to the Amer-
ican School of Business 
to get her administrative 

assistance degree, finish-
ing in 2013.

Eventually, her father 
died, and she had a hard 
time going back to the 
medical field. “I was 
missing something,” 
Myers said. 

Through a friend she 
discovered Greg Myers 
from Louisiana, the man 
who would become first 
her friend and then her 
second husband over 
the past 18 years. He, in 
turn, led to discovering 
the oil and gas business. 
In time, she got em-
ployed in independent 
contractor work with 
different companies in 

the industry, traveling 
the country to serve on 
operator oiler teams.

“I love safety. I love en-
vironmental,” she said. “I 
can do everything from 
working on a shovel to 
being a welder’s helper. I 
can run a track hoe and 
a dozier.” 

The traveling also gave 
her an education. 

“I see how blessed we 
are here,” she said, “be-
cause you can complain 
about a lot of things or 
say, ‘I wish, I wish, I 
wish,’ but when you go 
different places — we’re 
really blessed.” 

However, she came 

to the point where she 
needed to help in raising 
her 4-year-old grandson. 
“We came home and 
bought a house here,” 
Myers said, an idea she 
had explored before over 
the years but had not 
been God’s will — until 
that point. 

“I went back to being a 
Mama,” she said. 

However, she still 
needed to work some. 
“I’m not a sit-still type 
of person” — and proved 
that by going door-to-
door looking for a job. 

She heard someone 

Lady on  
the spot

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Lisa Myers poses for a photo in front of Jasper City Hall.

See MYERS, PAGE 7
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talking about a job at the city, was 
persistent in getting an interview 
for the parks and recreation job.

Asked what the public may 
not consider in doing their part, 
she said applications to apply for 
events are on the city website, as 
well as guidelines, although she 
noted revisions to the guideline 
are underway to soon be posted. 
That information will guide them 
through dealing with a number of 
issues, such as barricades, times, 
locations, weather plans (such as 
having a rain date) and site plans 
that may lay out details, such as 
locating food vendors (which can’t 
go within 150 feet of a restau-
rant). 

If one does that and have their 
details laid out, “then they don’t 
have to sit here and have me ask 
a thousand questions,” Myers 
said.

She said forms can be down-
loaded from the online forms 
section of the city website, jasper-
city.org. Special events also has 
its own section on the website, she 
said, adding she is also very avail-
able to be contacted to discuss an 

event in person or on the phone. 
Myers also makes a point to be 

at the events themselves, some-
times taking the whole day.

“I feel I need to be there for the 
people” in case they have ques-
tions. “I’m very dedicated to my 
work. I love what I do. But I am 
a people person. As long as they 
are happy and they have a happy 
event, that’s what I am here for.”

Myers said in the future, she 
would like to involve the city 
parks more into the local events, 
noting shade trees, picnic tables, 
pavilions and food trucks could 
come together to make a good 
location sometimes. 

“We have so much that is here 
for Walker County and the City 
of Jasper,” she said. “I have al-
ways said that.” She said that is 
thanks, in part, to her traveling 
and what she has seen on the 
road that could be reinterpreted 
here. 

“I see so much here that our 
children should not have to go 
away, unless they want to go 
away, that we can have here,” she 
said. 

Myers                 From Page 6

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Lisa Myers plays a big role in every special event that goes on in the city of Jasper. 
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Women who become governor will have to manage expectations
PROVIDENCE, R.I. 

(AP) — Inspired by how 
the GI Bill helped her 
father become the first in 
his family to attend col-
lege, Rhode Island Gov. 
Gina Raimondo unveiled 
a plan last year to offer 
free tuition at the state’s 
three public colleges.

The Legislature, de-
spite being dominated by 
Raimondo’s fellow Dem-
ocrats, was reluctant 
to support it, citing the 
cost. The governor ended 
up with a pilot program 
at just a single college.

It wasn’t the only time 
her agenda had been 
frustrated by lawmakers.

“The fact of the matter 
is, every governor wishes 
the legislature would do 
everything they want,” 
Raimondo said. “But 
it doesn’t happen, you 
know. It’s the way it 
works.”

Raimondo’s experience 
is a cautionary tale for 

supporters of the record 
number of women, most 

of them Democrats, who 
are running this year for 

governor.
Even if many of them 

end up winning, it will 
not necessarily trans-
late into a sea change in 
state priorities. In some 
cases, they will have to 
work with a legislature 
dominated by the oppos-
ing party or one that is 
politically divided. Even 
lawmakers of the same 
party don’t always fall in 
line with the governor’s 
plans.

Natural disasters, 
budget deficits or crises 
unforeseen on Election 
Day can quickly swamp 
an agenda.

Christine Todd Whit-
man got a firsthand 
taste of that as governor 
of New Jersey.

Despite delivering on 
a campaign promise to 
reduce personal income 
taxes, she nearly had her 
1997 re-election derailed 
by a dispute over auto 
insurance rates.

Her fellow Republicans 
in the legislature torpe-
doed her plan to overhaul 
insurance regulations, 
which would have given 
cost breaks for motorists 
who were willing to give 
up their right to sue 
for pain and suffering 
after an accident. On 
the campaign trail, she 
was hammered by her 
Democratic opponent for 
failing to lower rates.

Whitman later worked 
with Democrats on 
another proposal that 
ultimately passed with 
bipartisan support.

“You are judged on 
what you get done,” 
Whitman said. “The ex-
ecutive branch is differ-
ent from the legislative 
branch in that way. You 
can’t just talk about it; 
you have to deliver.”

Just six women are 
serving as governor and 
no more than nine have 
ever served as governor 

at the same time, a mark 
that was set more than 
a decade ago. More than 
half the states — 28 
— have never elected a 
woman as governor.

This year, 60 women 
ran for governor in the 
primaries, with 16 ad-
vancing to the November 
election. All but four of 
those are Democrats.

The surge in women 
running for office has 
been fueled largely on 
the Democratic side by 
the 2016 presidential 
election and actions by 
the Trump administra-
tion and Republican-led 
Congress on health care, 
taxes, immigration, 
Supreme Court nomina-
tions and other issues. 
Expectations are high 
among activists that 
these women, if they win, 
will usher in sweeping 
changes at the state 

 AP Photo/Brian Branch-Price, File 

In this June 8, 2001, file photo, U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency Administrator and former 
New Jersey Gov. Christie Whitman, left, unveils 
her portrait with her husband John and daughter 
Kate in the New Jersey Statehouse in Trenton, 
N.J.   

See GOVERNOR, PAGE 10
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But a governor’s job is 

often constrained by out-
side forces, and promises 
made on the campaign 
trail can be particularly 
hard to keep.

Medicaid expansion is 
one example. Democrats 
Stacey Abrams in Geor-
gia and Laura Kelly in 
Kansas support expand-
ing Medicaid coverage 
in their states to include 
more lower-income 
adults without children.

But the authority to 
expand Medicaid rests 
solely with lawmakers, 
and the legislatures in 
both states are likely 
to remain under the 
control of Republicans 
who largely oppose it. 
Medicaid expansion 
is one of the key parts 
of former President 
Barack Obama’s health 
care overhaul and has 
provided health coverage 
to roughly 12 million 

Americans in the 33 
states that opted for it.

Abrams and Kelly said 
they will try to persuade 
their respective legisla-
tures, nevertheless. Both 

are veteran lawmakers 
who have built relation-
ships with Republicans 
over the years. Kelly 
said it’s her history of 
working across the aisle 

that will help her be 
successful if she becomes 
governor.

“I have 14 years of 
established relationships 
in the legislature and 
the confidence and the 
trust of my moderate Re-
publican friends,” Kelly 
said. “They will be there 
when I am in the gover-
nor’s office.”

Even where their 
agenda might be thwart-
ed, governors still retain 
the power to veto legisla-
tion they oppose.

In an email to sup-
porters expressing 
frustration with then-
Judge Brett Kavana-
ugh’s nomination to the 
Supreme Court, Abrams 
cited the importance 
of stopping attempts to 
constrain abortion, mar-
riage equality and voting 
access. 

She vowed to be a 
“firewall” and “fight 
every single day to make 

sure that Georgians’ 
hard-fought rights are 
not stripped away.”

In Michigan, Demo-
cratic candidate Gretch-
en Whitmer recalled a 
2013 vote when she was 
in the legislature as an 
example of the type of 
legislation she might be 
able stop as governor.

Male Republican law-
makers were supporting 
a proposal requiring 
women to have separate 
insurance for abortions. 

Whitmer blasted 
the legislation, which 
eventually became law, 
saying her colleagues 
continued to “ignorantly 
and unnecessarily weigh 
in on important women’s 
health issues that they 
know nothing about.”

In her campaign 
against Republican 
Attorney General Bill 
Schuette, Whitmer says 
having more women in-
volved in policy decisions 

will be better for both 
men and women. For 
example, she said every-
one in a family benefits 
when a woman earns an 
equitable wage and has 
access to quality health 
care.

In Rhode Island, Rai-
mondo’s disappointments 
have been balanced by a 
number of successes.

She said her expe-
riences as a mother 
influenced some of her 
priorities as governor, 
such as successfully 
pushing for all-day 
kindergarten across the 
state and increasing 
access to pre-kindergar-
ten after watching her 
children thrive in such 
programs.

“I think that that has 
made me a better gover-
nor,” Raimondo said. “I 
think the point is people 
deserve a governor who 
is going to fight for ev-
erybody.”

Governor                 From Page 9
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In this file photo, Democratic candidate for Kan-
sas governor, Laura Kelly, walks with supporters 
during the Overland Park fall festival parade in 
Overland Park, Kan. Kelly supports expanding 
Medicaid coverage in her state to include more 
lower-income adults without children.  
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Destined for a career in real estate
By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

Kathy Cooner has worked in real 
estate for nearly 19 years. She says 
finding a dream home for someone is 
her dream job.

“When someone gets that house 
they’ve always wanted, that is the best 
feeling in the world,” Cooner said. “My 
heart just melts. There is so many 
times that I just think, ‘Wow, I am 
getting paid to do this.’”

Cooner is the broker at the Realty-
South office in downtown Jasper. She 
has worked for that company for the 
last three years, serving as the broker 
for the last year. She formerly worked 
for All Four Real Estate in Jasper as 
well.

“I first got into real estate because I 
wanted to be with my kids and wanted 
something that would be flexible as far 
as the schedule,” she said. 

Cooner’s children, Jordan (24) and 
Baleigh (20), are known grown, but 
she said the job is so fulfilling that she 
does not think she will ever retire from 

it. She said that all successful real 
estate agents work countless hours but 
that it is rewarding.

“I’ll never quit, because I worked so 
hard to get my license,” Cooner joked. 
“When you get up every morning and 
you are still at work at 6 or 7 at night, 
and you still love it, that is when you 
know you are doing the right job. I 
couldn’t find anything else that I liked 
better.”

Meeting people and getting them 
into a home is Cooner’s favorite part of 
the job.

“Once you meet people doing this, it 
is not like you can be strangers any-
more,” she said. “I always tell my cli-
ents that we come into this as strang-
ers, but then we become friends for life. 
I love the people that I serve. That’s 
the best thing about what we do. When 
you get to see them in their dream 
home, it just blesses you so much.”

Cooner said seeing a family not get 
the home they want is the toughest 
part of the job.

“It is so difficult when something 

Daily Mountain Eagle - James Phillips

Kathy Cooner stands outside of her downtown Jasper office. Cooner is the 
broker at RealtySouth.See COONER, PAGE 12
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comes up at the last minute 
and someone can’t purchase the 
home they want,” she said. “A lot 
of times people have already told 
their children and have shown 
them the home. Then something 
comes up, and that is just heart-
breaking.”

Cooner said her advice for new 
agents would be to not come into 
the career thinking it is easy.

“I see so many people who 
think real estate is an easy 
thing, but they are shocked once 
they get into it to see how much 
work it is,” she said. “You have 
to work at it from day one to be 
successful.”

Cooner is a lifelong resident 

of Walker County. She gradu-
ated from Walker High School 
in 1990 and is married to her 
high school sweetheart Jeff. The 
couple have been married for 28 
years. Along with the two chil-
dren, they also have three dogs. 
They attend Eldridge Baptist 
Church and live in Townley. 
Cooner said she enjoys doing 
community service through 
the local realtor association as 
well as volunteering as a water 
station for local runs that go 
through downtown. 

“I’m so blessed. I really am,” 
Cooner said. “I appreciate all 
the support I have received from 
our community over the years.” 

  “I see so many people who think real estate is 
an easy thing, but they are shocked once they 
get into it to see how much work it is. You have to 
work at it from day one to be successful.”

- Kathy Cooner

Cooner        From Page 11
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Kathy Cooner, a broker for Realty South in Jasper, works at her desk on Friday.
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Fikes enjoys being Walker County’s ‘pop-up piper’
By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Some guests were 
pleasantly surprised by 
bagpipe music wafting 
through the air at the 
opening reception for the 
Bankhead House and 
Heritage Center’s “The 
Magic of Music” exhibit 
on Oct. 2. 

Pam Fikes, program 
director at the Walker 
Area Community Foun-
dation, gets a special 
thrill out of what she 
calls “pop-up piping.”

“I love to show up 
somewhere and play,” 
said Fikes, who has giv-
en impromptu concerts 
at locations such as Clear 
Creek Campground and 
the beach. 

When she brings out 
the bagpipes as the sun 
is starting to set, she 
never fails to draw a 
crowd of curious onlook-

ers. 
At one time, she could 

play about a dozen songs 
from memory. Following 
an eight-year break, she 
has now relearned five 
songs and is trying out 
some new material, such 
as a song from “The Last 
of the Mohicans.”

“Everyone wants to 
hear ‘Amazing Grace’ 
and ‘Scotland the Brave,’ 
which is good because 
those are the ones I’d 
rather play,” she said.

Fikes learned to play 
the bagpipes 20 years 
ago. She spent three 
years trying to find a 
teacher after seeing a 
bagpiper in person for 
the first time.

“I went to Niagara 
Falls in 1995 on a family 
trip and saw a bagpiper 
standing by the falls. It 
was so cool,” said Fikes, 
who has a strong Scots-
Irish ancestry and has 

always loved Irish music.
She has been espe-

cially intrigued with 
bagpipes since seeing 
country singer Glen 
Campbell play them on 
television when she was 
a preteen.

Before taking up the 
instrument herself, 
Fikes was an accom-
plished clarinet player 
in Walker High School’s 
band. She was among 
the top 10 in the state by 
the time she graduated.

As a young mom, she 
took piano lessons with 
her oldest daughter but 
abandoned the effort 
after two years.

In 1998, music reen-
tered her life when she 
found a teacher in Ryan 
Morrison, who is now 
the bagpipe player for 
the Birmingham-based 
Celtic folk-punk band 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Pam Fikes plays the bagpipes at the opening reception for the Bankhead 
House and Heritage Center’s “The Magic of Music” exhibit on Oct. 2. See FIKES, PAGE 15
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Jasper Coal.
“You start taking 

lessons on a practice 
chanter, which is just a 
glorified recorder. The 
fingering is very similar 
to the clarinet, so that 
was easy, and I could 
already read music. I 
just had to memorize the 
songs,” Fikes said.

Fikes began taking 
lessons in January 1998. 

By April, she and 
Morrison had decided 
that she was sufficiently 
talented enough to invest 
in bagpipes.

Fikes ordered a set for 
$1,200. 

They were made from 
African Blackwood and 
handcrafted in Scotland 
by RT Shepherd and Son 
Ltd.

The bagpipes arrived 
in June 1998. Brimming 
with self-confidence, 
Fikes attempted to play 
them for the first time.

“I knew how to hold 

them, but I had never 
played any before. I tried 
and nothing that sound-
ed like music came out. 
It’s a journey. It’s really 
difficult,” she said.

It was nine months 
before Fikes could play 
a song. 

Soon after reaching 
that milestone, she 
joined the Birmingham 
Society of Piping. 

The band, which no 
longer exists, had about 
20 bagpipers and 10 
drummers.

They performed at 
Highland Games in all of 
Alabama’s major cities. 
Fikes was also instru-
mental in planning Jas-
per’s inaugural Highland 
Games in 1999. 

The games were sub-
sequently held in 2000 
and 2001 before being 
discontinued.

Performing for a home-
town crowd was a thrill 
for Fikes, who was with 

the band for six years. 
Her oldest daughter also 
played drums with them 
while she was in high 
school.

After leaving the 
Birmingham Society of 
Piping, Fikes continued 
to play solo at weddings, 
funerals and other 
events.  However, she 
found in time that she 
didn’t like the pressure 
of playing professionally.

“Those things are 
temperamental. I tried 
to play at a funeral in 
the dead of winter once 
and got nothing out. It 
was so cold that nothing 
worked,” Fikes said.

She set the pipes aside 
for about eight years but 
picked them up again 
when she saw “The 
Magic of Music” on the 
exhibit schedule.

According to Fikes, the 
most difficult part about 
playing the bagpipes is 
not the breathing, as 

most novices assume, but 
rather the coordination 
required.

“You have to blow 
periodically. You have to 
play a song that you have 
memorized. You have 
to do the notes, squeeze 
the bag and everything 
at the right time,” Fikes 
said.

Fikes is aware of 
only one other person 
in Walker County who 
plays the bagpipes and 
is also an alumnus of the 
Birmingham Society of 
Piping.

These days, Fikes finds 
more fun in pop-up pip-
ing than in playing with 
a band.

“If I’m going to do it, 
it’s going to be for fun so 
that someone who has 
never seen anything like 
that can say, ‘I saw a 
bagpiper today,’” Fikes 
said.

Fikes                 From Page 14
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Pam Fikes plays the bagpipes at the opening re-
ception for the Bankhead House and Heritage 
Center’s “The Magic of Music” exhibit on Oct. 2. 
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SCOTT CRUMP TOYOTA

WE’LL DO WHATEVER IT TAKES!
3815 Hwy. 78 East
Jasper, AL 35501

205-221-3939
ScottCrumpToyota.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon.-Sat. 8:30AM - 7:00PM
Sun: CLOSED

Celebrates The Hard Work And Commitment Of Our Women

Top Row L to R: Anna McNeal, Patricia Lawrence, Shawnee Gilbert, Tammy Aaron, Sarah Halbrook, Jill Sissom,
Anna Leonard, Tina Parkhurst, Claudie Pool

Second Row L to R: Angela Harding, Kathy Shandinger, Joy Honeycutt, Stacie Camp, Jessica Parkhurst
Not Pictured: Holly Kuriger
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